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more reasonable attitude towards the Catholic popula-
tion. There was no further interference with teaching:
but there was no endowment of the Catholic schools.
These were supported by the fees of pupils and were
taught as a rule by a single master who set up his
academy in a neighbourhood where the families of
rich farmers abounded. The institution of poor
scholars who came to these teachers—mostly in Munster
—from the backward parts of Ireland, getting lodging
in some farmhouse in return for petty services—was
the sole equivalent for the Protestant charter schools.
The teachers were often men of great ability, not a
few of them poets ; but often also very irregular in
their conduct. Culture in a literary sense, they had
none to give; politically, they were passionately
Nationalist: the whole tone and tenor of their
teaching pointed away from the ideals inculcated at
Kilkenny or Armagh. Neither was there behind them,
as behind the teachers of Scotland, any contact with
university learning. Books were their only university,
and their access to books was limited; when they used
English, they used it as educated Indians do to-day,
with a lack of inherited perception.
•In 1796 an opportunity offered itself for bringing
the nation together in its studies instead of driving it
apart. There had been founded since the Reformation
seminaries in Spain, France, and Italy, to which Irish
Catholic students of the richer class could have
recourse: Daniel O'Connell was a typical alumnus,
and he saw the college of St. Orner disestablished by
the French Revolution. The Catholic Bishops in
Ireland now petitioned for a provision of university
facilities at home. Catholic Ireland, angry with
revolutionary France, was then supporting the English
Government: Irish regiments, manned by Catholics,
were being formed from 1793 onwards : and the case
had to be met. The authorities of Trinity College
proposed that a Catholic college should be joined to
Dublin University; but the ascendancy party, which

